
Recommendations for COVID-19 
Vaccination Policies 
Summary 
COVID-19 remains an ongoing public health threat that impacts both staff and students in the 
Pocahontas County School system (PCS). The 2021-2022 school year is barely a month old, 
and we have already seen outbreaks of COVID-19, leading to disruptions including quarantines 
and even school closures. The number of new cases, hospitalizations, and deaths continue to 
climb dramatically in the West Virginia. The one metric that has remained depressingly flat is 
the percentage of Mountaineers that are vaccinated against this disease. COVID-19 vaccines 
are safe, effective, free, and have broad support from federal, state, and local experts. 
COVID-19 vaccines are the most effective tool we have as a community to both ensure public 
health and minimize further disruptions to our schools.


This document outlines the urgent need for a more aggressive response to COVID-19 that 
includes vaccination as part of a comprehensive strategy, and recommends several possible 
steps the Board of Education should take.
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COVID-19 is an ongoing public health threat 



Note: all graph data from CovidActNow -- https://covidactnow.org/us/west_virginia-wv/?
s=23051225 
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Summary of statistics 

Hospitalizations and deaths are following this same dramatic increase illustrated in 
these graphs. West Virginia has exceeded the previous high-water mark for number of 
cases set in January, and continues to set new records in number of cases every day.


The sharp rise in COVID-19 cases impacts everyone 
https://wvmetronews.com/2021/09/15/west-virginia-hits-a-new-record-of-covid-
hospitalizations-as-it-does-every-day/ 

“The ERs are overwhelmed and there are no places to put the patients,” said state 
Senate Majority Leader Tom Takubo, who is also a pulmonologist.


Takubo, R-Kanawha, relayed several stories today on MetroNews’ “Talkline” about 
crowded hospital conditions.


“That’s what people don’t understand: Those ICU beds stay full all year round with 
strokes and heart attacks and non-covid related illnesses, and they’re not getting the 
treatment they deserve because those beds are currently full of unvaccinated 
individuals, primarily.”


Takubo said there are increasing limitations on transferring patients out of state 
because other states are in the same position.


“So you don’t have an option but to triage care when that happens,” Takubo said.


Governor's Office 
https://governor.wv.gov/News/press-releases/2021/Pages/COVID-19-UPDATE-Gov.-Justice-
reports-new-record-highs-for-hospitalizations,-mostly-among-the-unvaccinated.aspx 

During Wednesday’s briefing, Gov. Justice reported that West Virginia has once again 
set a new record number of COVID-related hospitalizations for the entire pandemic."


“We know that, for the most part, we’re dealing with a disease that is attacking the 
unvaccinated,” Gov. Justice said. “If you’re still unvaccinated, you need to make a great 
decision right now and get yourself vaccinated.”


Approximately 84% of West Virginians who are hospitalized with COVID-19 are 
unvaccinated and over 90% of those in ICUs with COVID-19 are unvaccinated.


Date Seven day average of new COVID-19 cases in WV

August 10, 2021 387

August 31, 2021 1269

September 16, 2021 1959
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PCS re-entry plan 
This document considered the guidance and recommendations of the Pocahontas 
County Health Department and the Center for Disease Control (CDC). It is designed 
with the health and safety of students and staff as the priority as schools begin to 
reopen and deliver instruction for the 2021-2022 school year. As impacts of the 
COVID-19 may evolve, the Pocahontas County Health Department, WVDE, and the 
CDC will continue to provide updated guidance and recommendations to PCS on 
navigating the academic, social, and emotional effects on students and employees.


Vaccines are safe, effective, and free — but West 
Virginia is lagging behind

 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendation 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html 

COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective. Millions of people in the United States have 
received COVID-19 vaccines under the most intense safety monitoring in U.S. history. 
CDC recommends you get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can.
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WV Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) 
recommendation 
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/Vaccine.aspx#faq 

COVID-19 vaccination will help protect ourselves, our loved ones, and our communities 
from the disease and save lives. Vaccines can both prevent and reduce the severity of 
disease. Vaccines provide immunity without the serious risks associated with getting 
infected naturally. Wearing masks and physical distancing help reduce the chance of 
being exposed to the virus or spreading it to others, but these measures are not 
enough.


WV Department of Education recommendation 
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/School-Recovery-and-Guidance-Document-
FALL-2021-ONLINE-v8.pdf 

The most effective mitigation strategy is the vaccination for those eligible to receive it.


Teachers Unions recommendations 
The WV-AFT recommends the following to its members:

https://wv.aft.org/sites/default/files/article_pdf_files/2021-08/aug_cdc_overview_for_leaders.pdf 

Science-based mitigation strategies


The CDC’s science-based strategy is an integrated package of tools to support safe 
school openings and protect teachers, students and school staff. The bedrock of this 
strategy, consistent with AFT recommendations since last April, is layered mitigation 
consisting of:


• Promoting vaccination

• Consistent and correct mask use 

• Physical distancing 

• Screening testing to promptly identify cases, clusters and outbreaks 

• Ventilation 

• Hand-washing and respiratory etiquette 

• Staying home when sick and getting tested 

• Contact tracing, in combination with isolation and quarantine 

• Cleaning and disinfection


The National Education Association (NEA) has made similar recommendations:

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/children-hospitalized-with-covid-19-us-hits-record-
number-2021-08-14/  

The nation's largest teachers union, the National Education Association, came out in 
support of mandatory vaccination for its members this week. NEA President Becky 
Pringle said on Saturday that schools should employ every mitigation strategy, from 
vaccines to masks, to ensure that students can come back to their classrooms safely 
this school year.


"Our students under 12 can't get vaccinated. It's our responsibility to keep them safe. 
Keeping them safe means that everyone who can be vaccinated should be vaccinated," 
Pringle told CNN.
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Statement from Pocahontas County Local Health Department (LHD) 
"We follow CDC recommendations.”


Uncontroversial precedent of requiring vaccines 
List of requirements for public school 
https://oeps.wv.gov/immunizations/Documents/school/New_School_Entry.pdf 

State law and rules require that all children entering school in West Virginia for the first 
time in grades K-12 must show proof of immunization against diphtheria, pertussis,  
tetanus,  polio,  measles,  mumps,  rubella,  varicella  and  hepatitis  B  unless  properly  
medically  exempted.


Confirmation that the Board has authority  to mandate vaccines 
Email from DHHR, Sept. 10. 2021


To answer your question, Governor Justice has left the vaccine mandates up to the 
local county school boards. Currently, they have the power to decide to require 
vaccinations on their own accord. The DHHR has no jurisdiction over the local school 
boards decisions and Governor Justice has not mandated vaccines to this point.


Thanks !

Brent Samples 

DHHR Covid-19 Vaccine Hotline


However, a conversation from Jason Long, attorney for Board of Education, suggests that 
there may be confusion and differing opinions even at the state level; for example, the AG 
issued an opinion on Sept. 10th suggesting he believes that vaccine requirements violate both 
State and Federal law. (See https://ago.wv.gov/publicresources/
Attorney%20General%20Opinions/Documents/
Mandates%20and%20Passports%20Opinion%20Letter.pdf)


Recommendations 

• The Board should require FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccination for all eligible staff, unless 
properly medically exempted.


• The BoE should require bi-weekly rapid COVID-19 testing for all staff, unless proof of 
vaccination is on file for that staff member.


• The BoE should widely promote COVID-19 vaccinations in all available channels, including:

1. mailing information on safety and effectiveness to all enrolled students,

2. publishing information in local media, and

3. a reminder on each COVID-19 information call about the positive impact vaccines have.


• The BoE should hold regular vaccine clinics for all eligible students, in coordination with the 
LHD; these should be advertised widely.
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• The BoE should encourage adding lessons about the development, history, and functioning 
of vaccines to the curriculum; this could be done in a wide variety of approaches, integrating 
history, biology, mathematics, and critical thinking.


We can see the ongoing threat to public health. Thankfully, we now have effective tools to 
combat it. All that is missing is the courage to do what is right, and the will to act.


“The impediment to action advances action. What stands in the way becomes the way.”

― Marcus Aurelius, "Meditations"
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